RESPONDING TO WWW.ANSWERING-CHRISTIANITY.COM*
* All indirect quotes, direct quotes, and inferences from Osama Abdallah are from this website

The author, a Muslim named Osama Abdallah, challenges Christianity and argues for Islam. Mr. Abdallah makes a good presentation.  He is very thorough in his presentation of information, so thorough that I won’t respond to every point, just some. Osama Abdallah offers no understanding of God’s grace or forgiveness in his arguments, and he puts glorifying God in the small and fallacious box of the works of man: “Muslims Glorify GOD Almighty in their 5-daily Prayers, and fast the Month of Ramadan for Him”.  God is not impressed.  None of us can please God in our own merit and it is arrogant and foolish to think so. Further, Osama uses the Bible both to support his claims and to attempt to discredit the Bible itself.  Abdallah seems to rely heavily on Isaiah, for example, but Isaiah is in the very Bible he calls “corrupted.” This is like using a tape measure and saying something is 10 feet long, but then say that some of the “inches” on the tape measure are shorter than other “inches.”  This is poor arguing which is circular and fallacious.  He pulls things out of context and obviously lacks a full understanding of Scripture and doesn’t appear to recall certain details.  Even when using something in a context, he still ignores the larger context.  Yet, no one can understand Scripture without the interpretation of the Holy Spirit. 

Abdallah further claims that Muhammad improved the rights of women: “When Prophet Muhammad became the Messenger of Allah Almighty, he brought the Divine Religion of Islam that ended the Judeo-Christian and pagan brutal slavery, lifted the status of women and gave them their rights, and brought Justice, Light and Mercy to the Arabs and to the Muslims world-wide.”  HOW PREPOSTEROUS!  Has anyone bothered to consider the “rights” of women in Islamic countries?  Women have far more freedoms in Christianity than in Islam.  Further, Muhammad was a polygamist!  

Osama argues that Ishmael is made into a great nation, that God has cursed Israel and given the blessing to Ishmael (Muslims).  Certainly Israel had consequences for her disobedience (including being dispersed), but the ultimate curse came with Christ’s crucifixion. Ishmael has become a great nation – or great nations; his descendants are all over the nations of the Middle East. The other nation(s) receiving God’s blessing are His true believers dispersed among the nations (Revelation 7:9 is just one of several verses supporting this). Mr. Abdallah forgets verses in the Bible such as Deuteronomy 31:6-9; Joshua 1:4-6 and others saying that God will never leave Israel.  Now, we know from the book of Romans, that the true Israel that is saved is a spiritual one.  Yet, Mr. Abdallah focuses on the things of man, not spiritual things; he even claims there is no Holy Spirit, but rather the references refer to Muhammad. Abdallah writes, “Jesus in the Greek Bible used the Greek word ‘Periklytos’ which means the admirable or glorified one. He called that predicted human prophet ‘Periklytos’.  This word corresponds exactly to the Arabic word "Muhammad" which also means the "admired one" or "glorified one." In other words, "Periklytos" is "Muhammad" in Greek.” WHOA! That’s stretching it!  Just because my real name is James, a derivative of Jacob, which means “supplanter” does not mean that if the phrase “the supplanter” appears in text, it means James. Further, Parakletos is the word that is used.  He also quotes from Old and New Testaments about the Holy Spirit.  He asks, “Did they or did they not already receive the Holy Ghost?” He lacks understanding.  There is a difference in having the Holy Spirit indwell a person and come upon a person.  God’s Spirit came upon Samson, but left him when he broke his Nazirite vow and later returned to him.  With the New Covenant in Christ, believers actually are indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  I wonder to myself, however, why Abdallah even mentions anything about New Testament quotes of the Holy Spirit when he insists they refer to a human being, namely Muhammad. Mr. Abdallah again pulls things out of context, arguing legalistically, and arguing to the final fulfillment of one detail. That’s like me saying that I had a bad day yesterday so that means all my days will be bad.  That’s false.  Yet, this is what Osama Abdallah says of Israel. 

Abdallah refers to Psalm 118 – the Cornerstone – and claims it’s Muhammad. Actually, it is prophetic of Jesus Christ.  Again, this is an example of using the Bible to support his claims, but then turning around and saying it is corrupted.  Poor argument.  

There is more archaeological evidence to support the internal consistency of the Bible – Old and New Testament – than some of the most popular works of literature.  Islam cannot claim this of the Quran. The Old and New Testaments predate the Quran by centuries. 
Mr. Abdallah claims a contradiction: “In Isaiah 54:10 we see a clear contradiction between it and Jesus' statement in Matthew 21:43.  Let's compare the two verses:

"Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed," says the LORD , who has compassion on you.  (From the NIV Bible, Isaiah 54:10)"
"Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.  (From the KJV Bible, Matthew 21:43)"”
Mr. Abdallah fails to understand Scripture and its full context.  The Pharisees who rejected Jesus were Jews in the earthly sense, but are not in the spiritual sense.  There is no contradiction.  The other nations, which include some Jews, are true Christian believers worldwide. Would God break His covenants or promises with His people? NO!  Does Abdallah believe in a god who breaks promises? A cosmological promise-breaker would be deceitful and would certainly not be God. 

Mr. Abdallah writes: “GOD Almighty made a big statement in Isaiah 48:6-9 about giving unpredicted future prophecies for or against the people of Israel:

"You have heard these things; look at them all. Will you not admit them? "From now on I will tell you of new things, of hidden things unknown to you. They are created now, and not long ago; you have not heard of them before today. So you cannot say, 'Yes, I knew of them.'  You have neither heard nor understood; from of old your ear has not been open. Well do I know how treacherous you are; you were called a rebel from birth.  For my own name's sake I delay my wrath; for the sake of my praise I hold it back from you, so as not to cut you off.  (From the NIV Bible, Isaiah 48:6-9)"”
BUT LOOK at the end of the verse! “…so as not to cut you off.”  Where is room for his argument that God has cut off Israel.  The very verses he uses say contrary and again he continues to use Scripture out of the full Biblical context and in ways as a tool to support and then criticizing the tool he has just used. 

Mr. Abdallah references Isaiah 42 and claims it prophesies of Muhammad.  Why he uses a source which he himself discredits I do not know.  In Isaiah 42:1-18, it speaks of Jesus, NOT Muhammad. Consider Isaiah 42:3: “A bruised reed he will not break..."  This verse refers to Jesus' legs not being broken when on the cross.  The Romans would break the legs to hurry up death.  That is, the crucified victim could no longer push up on his legs to breathe.  The reason that Jesus' legs were not broken was because He had died on the cross (although some go as far as saying that He didn't; such ludicrous thinking is easily refuted).  Read John 19:33-37.  This also fulfills Exodus 12:46 and Numbers 9:12 (NOTE:  Jesus was the sacrificed Passover Lamb--Lamb of God), Psalm 34:20, and Zechariah 12:10 (“the one they have pierced”). Further, Isaiah 42:1 corresponds to Matthew 3:16-17 and John 3:34. Isaiah 42:2 corresponds to Matthew 27:12-14 and Mark 15:3-5. Isaiah 42:1-4 corresponds to Matthew 1:15-21. Isaiah 42:6-7 corresponds with John 1:5 and Matthew 9:28-30. Isaiah 42:16 again corresponds to John 1:5.  References to Jesus continue in Isaiah in many other places, including chapter 43!  Where is Muhammad in all this?  NOWHERE!

Mr. Abdallah quotes Isaiah 42:11 and argues for the references being of Muhammad based on the phrase in verse 11: “let the settlements where Kedar lives rejoice”: “Kedar is the son of Ishmael peace be upon him:  "These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, listed in the order of their birth: Nebaioth the firstborn of Ishmael, Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam,   (From the NIV Bible, Genesis 25:13)" . . . Also, Prophet Muhammad had a direct blood link to Kedar and Ishmael.  . . . The "settlements where Kedar lives" is referring to the Arabs.  The Arabs before Prophet Muhammad peace be upon him were pagans.  They used to worship idols.  They had 360 idols in the Holy City of Mecca. . . . GOD Almighty in Isaiah 42:11 is clearly saying that He will send the people of Kedar (i.e., the Arabs) a Prophet and they should "rejoice" and "raise their voices" in happiness. Also, "Let the desert and its towns raise their voices;" is clearly referring to Arabia, since Arabia is known to be made of mostly deserts.  Jerusalem was never called "desert", nor the Jews were ever called the people of "Kedar". . . . Important Note:  Jesus in the Bible never even once visited Arabia!  He only went to Egypt (when his mom escaped to Egypt from King Herod while he was a baby) and Palestine/Israel.  Jesus really had nothing to do with the Arabs of Kedar.  It was Prophet Muhammad peace be upon him that was born and lived in the lands of Kedar, and he taught the Muslims how to Worship and Glorify GOD Almighty.”

Abdallah again is focused on the things of man.  The Arabs can rejoice, and some will and do rejoice – these are Arab Christians.  Abdallah again focuses on the things of man – geographical boundaries – rather than thinking spiritually.  Jesus, in the flesh, never came to the USA, either, but I rejoice in Him and what He has done for me.  Jesus is not limited by geographical regions.  Jesus is available universally, not just in the places where He physically was.  
Abdallah seems to have problems with God’s forgiveness as shown in his statements: “It seems that the book of Isaiah was written in different times and in different occasions.  If it's the 100% man-alteration-free True Revelation of GOD Almighty, then it is obvious that the book was written in different times where GOD Almighty got upset and disappointed at the people of Israel, and then Forgiving them in later times and Revelations. . . . In Isaiah 44:22, we see GOD Almighty forgiving the people of Israel for all of their sins, and he started a new page with them.  Again, GOD Almighty is going back and forth between cursing the people of Israel with His Wrath, and redeeming them and forgiving them.” How does forgiveness indicate the book being written in different times? Abdallah shows a complete lack of understanding regarding grace and forgiveness.  EVERYONE would go to HELL without God’s grace and forgiveness. 

Abdallah also writes that God has a future plan of punishment for Israel.  God has a future plan of punishment for EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT BELIEVE in His Son Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, but there are Arabs and Israelis who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

Abdallah makes this preposterous claim: “It appears that Isaiah 52:14 further proves Islam's claims about Jesus peace be upon him never got crucified on the cross, because if Jesus was so badly disfigured beyond any human imagination, then this means his physical appearance (face and body) afterwards might have been very confusing to the people.  In other words, people might not be able to recognize him, HENCE, THIS MIGHT CAUSE FOR ANOTHER PERSON TO HAVE BEEN PUT ON THE CROSS INSTEAD OF HIM (JESUS).” Does he actually think the Romans would overlook crucifying someone?  Does he actually not realize the historical support for the crucifixion of Christ, including from secular historians of the time?  Further, Abdallah unfortunately does not know Christ for he rejects who Christ is – God Incarnate.  Jesus went through the transfiguration.  In the Gospel, he opened people’s eyes after the resurrection so they would recognize Him.  He’s God!  What would prevent Him from making Himself known to others? Nothing. 

Abdallah says, “Notice that Isaiah 52:13 did not say "....he will be RESURRECTED and lifted up...."  Not even once, did the Old Testament predict for the foretold Servant (Jesus) to be raised to GOD Almighty after death.  There absolutely no mention of any sort of resurrection in the Bible's Old Testament what so ever. According to Islam, Jesus peace be upon him might have been put on the cross and might have got "pierced", but he never died.  According to Islam, he was raised to Allah Almighty and saved from death.” Apparently, Abdallah never studied or understood the Roman crucifixion.  Jesus did indeed die.  A Roman crucifixion was a DEATH sentence and the Romans perfected execution by crucifixion.  Of course Jesus died.  And the Old Testament does refer to resurrection; Isaiah 53:11-12 says, “After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” God WILL give Him a portion among the great. . . because He POURED out His life unto death.  Jesus died and Jesus rose and Jesus lives forevermore.  Abdallah is plain wrong. 

In trying to argue, Abdallah asks, “How in the world is it possible for the feet to get nailed on the cross without any penetration to the bones by the nails, hence breaking part of the feet's bones?!” Tarsals and metatarsals – basic physiology.

Abdallah quotes Jeremiah 8:8: “How can you say, ‘We [the Jews] are wise, for we have the law of the LORD,’ when actually the lying pen of the scribes has handled it falsely?” He attempts to use this to claim the Jews corrupted the Bible.  That’s like me throwing out the whole Old Testament because the Pharisees claimed to believe it. Later in Jeremiah, God still refers to the Jews as His people.  And finally, in Jeremiah 9:25-26 (just a chapter after the verse quoted by Abdallah), the Bible says, "The days are coming," declares the LORD , "when I will punish all who are circumcised only in the flesh-  Egypt, Judah, Edom, Ammon, Moab and all who live in the desert in distant places. For all these nations are really uncircumcised, and even the whole house of Israel is uncircumcised in heart." Now, I bet Abdallah would really get excited about the end of that verse, but what it comes down to is this: WE ARE ALL uncircumcised in the heart when we are born.  Those who know Jesus Christ are now circumcised in the heart, spiritually grafted in as God’s chosen – Jews spiritually, if you will, as opposed to chosen based on some earthly principle. Muslims are uncircumcised in the heart and are basing their reaching God on their works and their externals. And Abdallah continues to twist the Bible to support his views while at the same time discrediting it. 

Abdallah claims that hell will eventually be empty according to Islam and that someone in Heaven can be sent to hell. How can this be?!!! Where’s the eternal life in that?  Where’s the eternal security in that?  Does a Muslim have to perform in his own effort here to please God enough to get into Heaven (which no one can do) only to have to do the same in Heaven to maintain a presence there?  THE ONLY HOPE FOR MAN IS THE PERFECT WORK OF CHRIST and BY GRACE believing and receiving CHRIST AS LORD AND SAVIOR. 

Abdallah claims there are 23,970 missing manuscripts from the Bible.  Nothing is missing from the Bible.  Those epistles were contemporaries of some of the Divinely Inspired New Testament epistles.  There are books written by Christians today that are good books and speak the truth, but they are not in the Bible. Is God not able to inspire and sovereignly determine what is in the Bible?  Abdallah assumes that the Bible is man-made simply because he disagrees with it. 

Abdallah claims, “It's very important to know that the Hebrew and Greek letters that were found, are only translations that were written 150 to 300 years after Jesus.  It is important to know that Jesus did not speak Greek.” He is simply mistaken.  It is well supported that some of the New Testament Epistles were written within 25 years of the crucifixion.  Also, how does he know that Jesus did not speak Greek at all? I’d imagine He could have been and probably was multi-lingual. Speaking of languages, I noticed Abdallah is mistaken on some of the Greek enunciations he has for some of the words. 

Abdallah even argues the name of God, referring to sources that discount the Name Yahweh, saying it was a name of a pagan god.  Abdallah apparently missed the important fact that Yahweh is from the Tetragrammon YHWH meaning, “I AM.”  The all-capitalized LORD in the modern translations are “I AM.” 

Abdallah argues about “contradictions” in the Bible, one of them he claims, “The Bible claims that the earth is set firm on pillars and it never moves.   How can I take this claim symbolically and not seriously when we know today that the earth is an egg-shaped sphere, and doesn't stand on any pillars, and it certainly does move?!” and he implies that the Bible supports a flat earth. He does not know the Scriptures.  He referred to Isaiah many times, but missed a verse when it came to this alleged contradiction: “He [God] sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in” (Isaiah 40:22, NIV). Circle of the earth supports the earth being round as we know it now. 

Abdallah cites many, many other source and verses from the Bible and Quran, but his arguments and their fallacies follow suit of the aforementioned.  Given the HUGE amount of information Osama Abdallah presents, he is so steeped in his Muslim beliefs; it would take a Paul-on-the-road-to-Damascus experience to bring him to a saving knowledge. 

Beacon Deacon

The above was finalized on 5-24-2004.

Addition 4-25-2005: Those who argue as Abdallah are the same persons who used the historical fact of the Crucifixion to blame Jews for Jesus’ death, yet turn around and deny that the Crucifixion occurred or deny that Jesus was the One Crucified.  This was evident in 2004 when Mel Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ was playing.  Further, in some Muslim countries, persons were not allowed to see the film.  What’s the threat?  The truth is there was a man named Jesus Christ who died by Roman Crucifixion.  His Church has survived because He resurrected.  Why did He have to die?  Why does the Church still exist? I don’t think Abdallah has substantially addressed these questions. 

